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1. Purpose of Report
To recommend Honresfeld House in Littleborough for Grade II Locally Listed 
status. 

2. Recommendation
The Council’s Conservation and design team recommends the building for local 
listing as it needs protection from potentially harmful future development. 

3. Reason for recommendation

Honresfeld House is a grand house which retains some significant high quality 
interior features. This large stone building retains some original external features 
and stands in its original setting. The building is currently vacant and its 
significance is now at risk due to the risk of theft, vandalism and potential 
unsympathetic development. The property does not fall within the boundaries of a 
conservation area and Historic England does not consider it significant enough to 
be nationally listed. Local listing would give this building some protection. 

4. Background

Honresfeld is a typical example of a Victorian mill owner’s house designed in 
gothic revival style. It was designed by a well-regarded London architect, 
Benjamin Ferrey, and built for the local Laws family in 1873. The building was 
converted into a residential care home by Leonard Cheshire Trust in the 1950s 
and has been significantly extended in the late 20th century. The care home has 
recently closed and the building is now vacant.

The architectural quality of the exterior is fairly modest and plain, but some of the 
interiors are quite lavish and worth retaining. Elements of the late nineteenth 



century villa landscaping, including the boundary walls, driveways, two drive 
entrances, lawns and terracing, remnants of pathways and mature trees appear to 
survive. The garden and landscape setting of the building has been damaged by 
the late 20th century additions, but the front garden, boundaries and perimeter 
trees are fairly intact and along with the drives, the gardens contribute to the 
significance of the building.

5. Alternatives considered
Honresfeld House is not considered by Historic England to be significant enough 
for national listing, but it has local heritage value. If it does not receive any 
additional protection it could be at risk of alteration or even demolition.

6. Financial Implications
There are no financial implications arising from this report.

7. Legal Implications
Rochdale Borough Council maintains and publishes a local list of heritage assets 
in the borough. This is separate from the national list maintained by Historic 
England. Local listing is not a statutory designation and does not give the same 
protection as the national list. The purpose of the list is to identify buildings, 
structures and monuments of local architectural or historic importance and provide 
better protection. Where planning permission is required for development of a 
locally listed building, special note will be taken of its architectural or historic 
qualities and how they may be affected by the proposed development. Local listing 
would not require a separate listed building application.

8. Personnel Implications
There are no personnel implications arising from this report.

9. Corporate Priorities
Adding locally significant buildings to a local list will contribute to the corporate 
priority of Place and the civic pride in heritage and landmarks. 

10.  Risk Assessment Implications 
There are no specific risk issues for Members to consider arising from this report.

11. Equalities Impacts
11.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment

There are no workforce equality issues arising from this report.

11.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments

There are no equality/community issues arising from this report.
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